A Permanent
Memorial

The Ark of Return.
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The memorial’s title, The Ark of Return,

n 2007, the United Nations
General Assembly welcomed

was chosen to deliberately contrast with

the proposal by the Caribbean

the Door of No Return, through which

Community (CARICOM) and the

enslaved Africans left from Senegal

African Union (AU) to erect a memorial.

for the Americas. The Door of No Return

On 25 March 2015, The Ark of Return,

is located in the House of Slaves, a

a Permanent Memorial to Honour the

museum and memorial on Gorée Island,

Victims of Slavery and the Transatlantic

which lies nearly 4,000 miles across the

Slave Trade, was unveiled at United

Atlantic Ocean from The Ark of Return.

Nations Headquarters in New York

It is a vivid reminder of one of the most

to honour the victims of the

horrific tragedies of history.

transatlantic slave trade and invite
visitors to contemplate the slave
trade’s legacy.
The Permanent Memorial rests on
the United Nations Visitors Plaza
overlooking the East River, which leads
into the Atlantic Ocean.

The Remember Slavery team holds weekly
briefings for the public at the Ark of Return.
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The Ark
of Return

T

he Permanent Memorial was

Consider the Legacy.

designed by Rodney Leon, an

A full-scale human replica, carved from

American architect of Haitian

black Zimbabwean granite, illustrates the

descent, using triangular patterns to

extremely harsh conditions under which

remind us of the slave trade between

millions of African men, women and

the Americas, Africa and Europe.

children were transported during the

Its elegant design in white marble

Middle Passage.

allows visitors to walk through the
structure and intimately experience
three elements:

Lest We Forget.
A small, triangular reflecting pool offers
visitors a tranquil space at which to stop
and contemplate the horror of slavery
and honour the memory of the millions of
lost souls.
Acknowledge the Tragedy.
A three-dimensional map inscribed
on an inner wall of the memorial
illustrates the African continent that
lies at the centre of the slave trade. It
starkly illustrates the global scale and
complexity of the triangular slave
trade between the fifteenth and
nineteenth centuries.
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